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Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D, C. 20505

Dear Terry:

Thank you for calling my attention to the situation
of the stranded Vietnamese. I confess some of the same
frustration that you do about these people, even though
some were actually able to escape, We have been follow-
ing the resettlement of the various Vietnarmese who did
escape and had anything to do with CIA, and I think we
have a clear conscience there. Unfortunately, however,
there are some very difficult situations in this area which
we cannot solve.

Thank you again for calling this to my attention.
1 hope the next one will be one I can actually solve.

Sincerely,

Js/ W. E. Coluy,

W. E, Colby
Director

WEC:sfc (8Septl975)

Distribution:
O - Addressee
1 - DCI
1-ER

%/,,,/
(pyrorm eveewe gy —Mﬂ%

Swhien a

Approved For Release 2005/03/17 : CIA-RDP80M01066A001100100035-3




' nmutive 1T SY }M
25X1 ol i o g JLZ_Q—‘}::J:LZL
Area Economist w{%}?egEﬁeggR. bld@se R0DG0Rd 70fEMDP80M01 0§§A0011001000
. Patty‘
06/03/75

June 2, 1975

Dear Mr. Colby,

Here are two press clippings reporting a situation
I wish I could do something about directly. -

But I am powerless to do anything except call it to
the attention of more powerful people, especially
fellow Christians such as yourself, who may be in
- *.a position to get something done,

Sincerely, '

hot

OER/D/LA
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By PAUL SCOTT

IINGTON == “Pecple of the world ... Help us!
of Europe, whem we once defended against the
of Asiatic barbarians, lsten now to the alarm
i, .. gopleof the civilized world, in the name of

Eri:y. we are asking you to help. .. . The
w25, The shadows grow darker hour by hour.

and s,
nis

oourery. . . .Godbewithyouand withus.”

was the last dramatic appeal of Radio Free
st even while Soviet troops were bursting in the
In October, 1538, ihe radio of the Hungarian
m Fighters went oif the air and the silence was

'unning than the words.

t tanks smashed their uprising as the West stood
ng their hands in shame. They were those
the West had abandened to Communism. They

WIur
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were the human herd of one of history’s greatest cattle
deals.

A similar tragedy is being repeated in another part of
the world today. On Phu Quoe (Cuoe), a small island 50
milos off the coast of South Vietnam and 30 miles from the
coast of Cambodia in the bay of Thailand, there are 42,060
Vietnamese pleading, begging, crying for some one io
come and rescue them before the North Vieinamese use
their newly captured naval pewer to take over the
strategic island.

Since a majority of the refugees on the isiand are
Catholics who fled North Vietnam in the mid-1950s, these
Vietnamese are pleading for their lives: They know that if
they become priscners of Hanoi that their fate will be
sealed — almost certain death.

The shortwave and ham radio messages being sent
hourly from Phu Quec are similar to those that were sent
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from Budapest before the West deserted the Hungarizn

recdemy Fighters and their fate was sezled by the
powerful Soviet Army. As in the case ¢f the Hungarians,
all these Vietnamese want is 2 chence to live in irgedom
and nct under Communist rule.

NUNS MAN MACHINE GUNS

Latest naval intelligence is that the Soutt
flag stiil flies over the island and that there a
Victnamese troops defending the island whilether
send out their Mayday sigrals to be rescued. Severz
are even manning machize guns {6 profect telr ¢
700 sraall boats (mestly sampans) areinthe water 2
the island. .

{Continued on pzse 7)
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,» | i. - Appeal For Rescue
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/ H {Continued from page 1) House Armed Service Committee, ;‘A F__,
i Phu Quoc Is hilly and the Viet. and Sen. Jesse Helms (R., N.C.)
/ ! : namese refugees have small arms have called the White House urging
! hnce of the and are prepared lo put up a the President to. take emergency H TwWo
/ 1 authorities  defense. They have sufficicnt food ~measwes te rescue these Viet-
[ ‘hlf;l 1310)’ .i‘ie and water for from a weck dlo ten na(rzesc. gatop wel that ¥
e terri s. But o successfully defend s we go to press, we learn tha
,/ !." d a?gis]al;dtor c:accuafé it, t};xcy noed  Sen. Helms has requested a face- F The follm
J “lhe Church  y.S. naval and air power 1o protect to-{nce gnceting with President f
i y urged the ‘them. . " Ford Lo discuss the Phu Quec tssue. | o REV
I . “sestigating . —Ed) : H Wa
_ includea  wiLL HELP COME? . Former House Speaker John Uni
ayer, and a McCormack, Boston, Mass., has Bib
[ tholics, 10 - Whether this help will be forth- made several telephone appeals to AS
| il e band PSS coming to these brave people s members of his own party in f the
i b e e - ‘ership and pow in doubt, Congresstocall on thePresident to 3
{ 3 ."i . L ’ :1p1ing" of A proposa’] by the staff of the send U.S. naval vessels to proiect o RCV
f K 8] ' M %r groups. National Security Council to put a  the refugees on Phu Quoc, So far, Ne
f K . festigations  ring of U.S. destroyers around the he has been unsuccessful in Un
f ; * & “then it island until the people could be {,eachggg\e Prgwlentotr Pl'ﬂﬂ“t;}ﬂ% { mo
* Church safely evacuated was rejected b wough the *iron curtain’ that § -
,’i AVGE“:’E‘{IGOQ o take Secrztary of StaleJ Henrfr Kissinger has installed around g,?
{ Z sy findo so with - Kissinger. . T the pr esident.
] - -0ESTT oA N B otience,  The President’s chief adviser on  Warnings have come to the é & SIST
] aul Y‘U‘gdtuogﬁ‘ q;}xizing the Victnam objected to the move as White liouse from other k Kit
! « poanp pdisot 1985, jngights  too provocative on the grounds that lawmakers that the failure of the . fre
{ 3 ypeqraded G6'SE *?rom the  the North Viétnamese might try to Ford Administration to help those I tea
i I . . B bomb the US. naval unils, He 42,000 Vietnamese cowld turnintoa PC
; ; . Y correct argued that the line on helping Worse scandal fthan Waterphte | do
H . sdemn or refugees had to be drawn some Since the US. inaction will doom
' 5 place and that Phu Quoc was on the tens. of ll’_lousands of these refugees 4 © IR
f ) ' . ‘ebserved, other side of that line. to certain death. . de
; ' '  wrden of  North Vietmam had earlier  Will the Ford Administration ol
{ wthentic demanded that the United States Stand by and let these refug‘?e:s be 1l
i arights of  withdraw its naval forces from the slaug'k’mlcr.ed- because a “filth- ]
! i . jmmediate %atcrs near South rafe Hitler-like dictatorship
‘ i Yisands”™ Vietnam and President Ford threatenstobomb our warships? If © R’
; 3 o rsmatic submitted to the Communist black- America allows this type of black-
; ) R “nced the mail o the recommendation of mail, we arc no longer a great
: i ; ’ r.Storey Kissinger. nation. We are a nation that does
H J : . ‘ted that . not deserve the God-given freedom | -
: 3 “forceful wpyE EVACUATION 1S OVER” that we now enjoy and take for ‘
f ; Jing the ' grgni(;d;mt now the time f\ 1 ! @
. “ ' ' # away ss bricfing on_Wed- . w the time for all 4
Y 0 prose Vg on Sl g, o oo Trecdom, 0 |
; E SREUIOL] dis per-  press secrctary Ron Nessen said ?“5:.‘3’" the cl‘f’“ o ‘[h‘:;‘e p[“‘f‘dg‘lg- ¢
H B s A Spirit s {hat the matier of Phu Quoc is now  DCBBING, Crying Yciugees of Ghu g
H 3 uoneBaBUO] lithough  before Lhe National Secuvity Quoc by wiring, wriling, o calling !
3 WajId LHOMAY still & Council. He said thal official ! }'ES'jfe‘tﬂt,, Fard Cand_ our ¢ N
4 e - ulwark  American policy at this time is that representatives in - Congress to o i
. HOP “ihe cvacuation of refugees from demand that the .S, Navy be used .
g AUNDS U (the  vielnam and their territorial 10,52¥¢ these refugees? :
; j . e ie o e indi The hour is late but there is stilt
Csgoyeutisape to be . watersis over.” This indicates that " Ahone. if the President acts & Wi
.o | 4o take the Administration refuses to do Umeandhope,if the Presidentacts 4
A . A B ic A . : immediately, Can we do less and
A l ,,‘"d that anything to rescue 42,000 Viet- G Brtt L Co rate the 200th i
" 42120041 291 IPhuren)  namese on the island. This number P ndav of 1 cou ,'_"‘_e‘ll{e "“{‘ﬂ.f i
: Mir en-  includes 17 priests, 300 nuns, and . 1’"‘ lay"o _m‘;'{-”‘fus cpubiic
3 nd,” he 1,000 orphans. that the warld has ever 1§n0\\ n --'~l:k
‘] sa1vlg P,"’““. ! Republie which came into being
; : 0y 1O DX with the help of the French Navy at
: Dgﬁ‘?!o:)“}mpv‘td. ‘t‘f,ﬁ POLITICAL PRESSURE 5h-c historic battle of Yorktown.
i l;o thnlv..h\lf‘“;'c to - 'lrhcrc is one lnor;g sign. g’rossure Fhe challenge is hefore us. ;
Coged orisheginningdo witd up in Congiress o, . )
\'i HdHSOf (NY from  for the President to act, “,QEH‘:':D" s "'i"_m“ '\"‘:_;:‘f :!'."'"'““"
wonnquud The  Representative Melvin Price o0 o press, @ froup o P'“\:;lh'
: Lo el be (D, ML), chaivman of the powerful ¢! izens - were - reportedly .
. 1ousic ' ' ) v o s . . p
CHIR0T G 10 HOUNEE e \ organizing a merey mission v |
' . B Y] IV )y (ll;u ) : ptiempt to bring medical supgplivs §
7 b ( Ot e . . ~ . and communicittions equipment to B
i . Jhotyo l" ;1;\ - these  beleapuered  frecdom o
.y ]"'1”‘ll"l,: 1o .ﬁ"L‘i‘De Pau; fighters. For additienal com- [
o, g L Voo lil(l"C' . mentary on the plight of  the
T e ' !l a1t l hi e © Yietnamese on Phu Quoce and what
T Joousq l. l"(‘:' : FSS tHHes you ean do to nrge the Pressdiont to
N"""’“-««-..MNJ"‘ RO IO TAN, de- aet, see W, B Marstner™s editerial o
B - e on p. 4, : '
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Mr. Ford's highly touted rescue of the
Mayaguez and its crew {rom Koh Tang
Island ceontains an element of bitter irony.
The operation brought scores of U.S. naval
vesseis and hundreds of U.S. aircraft
within 40 miles of another island, .where
there is something much more impoitant to
respue. ' .

The other island is Phu Quoc. On it are
42,000 refugees from Communist
aggression, two-thirds of them’ Roman
Catholics. Many are orphan children. At
least three hundred of them are nuns.
Some of the priests there are the VEry ones
who 20 years ago led their congregations
In foto, on foot, from Hanoi to the South,
seeking safety. This Spring, when Hue and
Da Nang fell, the same congregations
moved again to Phu Quoc, sometirmes with
the help of U.S. naval vessels. Now the
same vessels steam by and ignore them.

" The people of Phu Quoc are delermined

to fight. They have arms but only a limited
suppiy of food and ammunition. It is only a
malter of time before the Communists
strike In force. In propaganda bulleting
released in Saigon, the PRG is already
claiming lo have occupied the island. But

- U.S. intelligence sources know that the

claim is false. How? Because the rescue
craft involved in the Mayaguez affair
picked up radio signals from the refugecs.
They listened to the cries of anguish zu"sg
steamed on. ' :

On or about May 9th, the possibility of
Toscuing thase people was discussed in the
National Security. Council. According to
Caplto! il sources, resciue was vetoed at
that time by Secretary .of State Henry
Kiusinger - himgalf G fommer refunens
by s v g it 0 L st
e eritory ofl

i
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By WILLIAM H. MARSHNER
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Vielnam, any rescue attempt would be an
“invasion” and hence would jeopardize
future relations with the _Communist
government. Can you believe thati?
Meanwhile very few people are doing
~anything to put pressure on the White

House, even though such countries as.

South Korea, Taiwan, Chile, and Canada
have agreed to accept these abandoned
people as immigrants. John McCarthy,
director of Migration and Refugee Services
for the United States Catholic Conference,
has made some representations to State
Department officials. -Cong. Larry Mc-
"Donald (D., Ga.) is circulating a letter on
the House floor, and about 30 signatures
have been obtained. (Both of the so-called
Catholic priests in Congress, Cornell and
Drinan, were asked to sign but refused to
do-so.) A recent effort to put the House
Republican Steering Commiliee into action
got nowhere. Clearly it is time for Jerry
Ford to hear from the Catholic grass roots.

Ford is feeling pretty good about himself
these days. The Mayaguez rescue so
raised his stock among  GOP con-
servatives, that White House aides have
lold political columnists Evans and Novak
that the President now thinks he has
Reagan on the run. it is urgent, therelore,
that all Catholics, especially  Catholic
conservalives, tell Jerry Ford he had betier
1hink again. If our brothers in Christ on Phu
Quoc are not rescued, Mr. Ford can take
his trophy for freeing the Mayaquez and
toss it in the ashcan. ]

That very message, a little more
delicately phrased, of course, should be
tetephoned or telegrammed imiediately to
(tel.  202-456-1414).
vwamn aswitzhhoard for your Vietnamese
bLrothers. '
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